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Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Psalm 119:105 

Nurture - Develop - Educate 

The Pathfinder 

Principalõs Message 
Fullness of Joy 

As we are getting ready to celebrate Thanksgiving, there is much to be thankful for once again at 
Peoria Christian School. There are so many people that God has used this past year to bless us. 
For example: we are thankful for our teachers, bus drivers, board members, facilitators, our many 
prayer warriors that have so faithfully prayed for us, and the list goes on and on. However, I want to 
mention the main reason that we have Christian education. We want to work with each parent and 
their church to help train our children to experience the fullness of joy. 

What is this fullness of joy? Well, many Bible verses speak of this joy, but one verse stands out to 
me more than any other. We find it tucked away in Psalm 16. It starts out in verse 2 by saying, ñI 
have no good apart from you.ò In verse 3, David says that he can delight in Godôs people because 
they are a delight to Him. In verse 5, David continues by saying, ñYou are my chosen portion and 
my cup.ò In verse 7, we see David wants to bless the Lord because it is the Lord who gives us coun-
sel. In verse 9, David says, ñTherefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices.ò  Finally, we 
see the climax in verse 11. This verse has been an encouragement to me many times in my life. 
Verse 11 says, ñYou make known to me the path of life; in Your presence there is fullness of joy; at 
Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.ò 

Isnôt that what we want for each of our children and grandchildren? To experience the fullness of 
joy? One way is when everything is going ñrightò in our lives. For example: when we kick the winning 
goal in soccer, when we hit the homerun in baseball, when we celebrate a birthday, when we get 
the big promotion at work, or when we make straight Aôs on the report card. However, what about 
when everything is going ñwrongò in our lives. For example: when we lose the baseball game, when 
someone dies unexpectedly, when we lose our job, when we struggle to make ends meet, or when 
a hurricane or tornado strikes a whole community. 

How can we be thankful or experience joy during those difficult times? Because we all know that 
there are times when we experience heartache. There are times when we want to give up, but 
thanks be to God that He sends people in our lives to pray for us, pray with us, and come alongside 
us to sometimes just sit with us, cry with us, or encourage us during those difficult times. Finally, as 
Godôs children, it helps us to remember to trust in His 
promise of eternal life for those that have put their faith 
in Him. Thatôs why this Thanksgiving, we can be thank-
ful for Peoria Christian School so that we can continue 
to teach our children about the fullness of joy and pleas-
ures forevermore in good times and bad. 

Thank you for your continued support, 
Jeremy Copenhaver 
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Peoria Christian School Board 
School Board Meeting: November 4, 2024 

The Board sang ñLiving for Jesus.ò President Adam Fynaardt read 
from Philippians 4:4-9 and opened with prayer. All members were 
present. 
Minutes of the October Board Meeting were read and approved. 

¶ Eric Fynaardt and Jayme Veenstra made school visits and de-
livered favorable reports. 

¶ From the Education Committee, the board approved two field 
trips for PK through 1st grade at Sully Christian to be hosted by 
Jasper County Conservation. 

¶ From the Education Committee, the board approved proposed 
Christmas projects which included Rock Valley Christian 
School (flood relief), Crossroads (coats and baby items), and 
the 818 House. 

¶ From the Principalôs Report, the school received funding from 
the Pella Community Foundation Grant to help with meals and 
care packages on Veterans Day and Grandparentsô Day 

¶ From the School Improvement Team, a third-party audit was 
completed and the books were found to be in good order. 

¶ From the STO Committee, the ñLegacy of Graceò STO needs to 
raise $559,683. 

Next meeting: Monday, December 2, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. 
Jayme Veenstra closed with prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nick De Haan, Secretary 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
November 

November 22 

 8:30AM Chapel 

November 25 

 9:00AM Grace Counseling 

November 27 

 1:20PM Dismissal 

November 28-29 

 No School 

 Thanksgiving Break 

 

December 
December 6 

 2:20PM Dismissal 

 7PM Christmas Program at 
 Peoria CRC 

December 11 

 12:20PM Dismissal 

December 13 

 Urban Air, All School Field Trip 

 Christmas Program  

  Make-Up Date 

December 16 

 2pm Caroling at Independence 
 Village 

December 19 

 Christmas Spirit Dress Up Day 

 8:30AM Chapel 

 2:00PM Christmas Activities 

December 20 

 Christmas PJ Day 

 End of 2nd Quarter 

 12:20PM Dismissal 

December 23-January 1 

 Christmas Break 

 

January 

January 2 

 Classes Resume 

January 3 

 Blue Zoo, All School Field Trip 
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PreK & Kindergarten 
This month in Bible, the Prekindergartners and Kindergarteners 
finished learning about everything that happened in the first C of 
history, Creation. We even have a song to help us remember. Ask 
one of the students if they can teach it to you. We also enjoyed be-
ginning outside in cre-
ation on our field trip to 
Autumn Acres. We 
had fun learning about 
corn and playing in the 
corn pile. A highlight 
was jumping on the big 
pillow. 
~ Mrs. Krista Klaasen 
 

1st & 2nd Grade 
Things are starting to heat up in the 1st grade classroom. The 1st 
graders have been hard at work this month working on their Bazaar 
project. We have spent a few Wednesday afternoons preparing this 
amazing project for the auction. While I do not want to spoil any-

thing, we have been 
sanding, staining, paint-
ing, and assembling this 
project together with the 
help of our incredible 
room mothers. I am so 
excited to see the final 
product and I hope you 
are too! 
~ Mr. Jonah Stanage 
 

3rd & 4th Grade 
It is an exciting time for the 3rd graders. They have learned almost 
all the lowercase letters in cursive. They will finish the last few by 
mid-November and then start on the uppercase letters. They are so 
excited to learn, many of them have already started using them in 
their daily work, even though it is not required yet. Towards the end 
of October, our school went to Living History Farms. The students 
learned about life on farms from different periods in Iowa history. It 
was a great day to see how God has worked over time and given 
us knowledge and inventions in His perfect timing to get where we 
are today.  ~ Ms. Erica Taft 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPEN POSITIONS 
Peoria Christian is looking to fill 
the following positions for the 
2024-2025 school year: 

Substitute Teachers 
(as needed) 

 
Bus Driver 
(Part-Time) 

 
School Janitor 
(Part-Time) 

 
Facilitators 
(Volunteer) 

 
Interested individuals should 
contact Jeremy Copenhaver at 
principal@peoriachr.org or 
Michelle De Haan at of-
fice@peoriachr.org. 

 

FRIDAY BUDDY  
READING! 

 

 

Classroom News 



Peoria Christian School  November 2024 

  4  

5th & 6th Grade 
Why does God want us to learn grammar? This is the question we 
have been discussing for the last few weeks. As we have been 
learning capitalization and punctuation, we have discovered that 
there are lots of things to remember, and it can be very difficult. So 
instead of getting frustrated, we try to focus on God. Here are some 
of the reasons the 5th and 6th graders came 
up with for why God wants us to learn and 
use correct grammar: 
¶ we can know how to write 
¶ we can follow Godôs plan for us 

¶ to make our writing clearer 
¶ to be able to read 
¶ to understand our language  
¶ we are made in the image of God 
¶ to glorify God 
~ Mrs. Laura Fynaardt 
 

7th & 8th Grade 
In Bible, the seventh and eighth graders have started a new unit 
studying I Kings and learning about King Solomon. Since Solomon 
wrote the book of Proverbs, each student memorized and illustrat-
ed a Proverb of their choice. A few Proverbs that were chosen in-
clude the following: Proverbs 17:22 says, ñA joyful heart is good 
medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.ò Proverbs 18:10 

says, ñThe name of the Lord is a strong 
tower; the righteous man runs into it and 
is safe.ò Proverbs 6:6 says,ñGo to the ant, 
O sluggard; consider her ways, and be 
wise.ò Proverbs 3:5-6 says, ñTrust in the 
Lord with all your heart, and do not lean 
on your own understanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He will make 
straight your paths.ò The rest are dis-
played in the hallway if you would like to 
see them. 

~ Submitted by Anna Roose and  
   Will Ver Meer 

 

Music 
Our Junior High students are working really hard to prepare for 3 
concerts this quarter! Veterans Day program on November 12, Fall 
Music Festival on November 14, and our upcoming Christmas con-
cert on Friday, December 6. Pray for endurance, focus, and good 
memories for them! 
~ Mrs. Carolyn Ansley  
 

IXL 
We have been learning so much in IXL so far this year.  Every stu-
dent meets with me once a week to work on a skill that they either 
need support or advancement in.  The older students have learned 
that their skills keep getting more challenging, and when things get 
challenging our sinful nature tells us that we donôt want to do them. 
We remind ourselves often that God created us to do hard things, 
and we can give our best effort to accomplish them!  
~ Mrs. Melinda Vos 

DONATIONS NEEDED 
Throughout the year, Peoria 
Christian School has a need for 
the following items.  This is a tan-
gible way for society members to 
contribute to Peoria Christian 
School.  These items can be pur-
chased and dropped off at the 
school: 
¶ Forever Stamps (immediate 
need) 

¶ Small Styrofoam Cups 
¶ Business sized envelopes 
¶ Ziploc Bags of all sizes 
       (sandwich, quarter, gallon) 
 
 

WEATHER ALERTS 
Please stay tuned to the following 
when there is a concern regard-
ing the weather: 
¶ Text Message: This is our pri-
mary way of communicating 
weather delays and we 
strongly encourage all parents 
to sign up for text messaging. 
If you would like to be added 
to our text messaging system, 
please text ñSTARTò to 833-
526-1787 

¶ Email: All society will be 
emailed 

¶ Facebook: Watch our Face-
book page for an announce-
ment 

¶ WHO-TV: Check the scroll at 
the bottom of your TV 
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LOG-STO 
One of the means for us to bless families to have access to a quality 
Christian education is through the Legacy of Grace School Tuition 
Organization (LOG-STO). This state program allows for individuals 
and businesses to donate money to help families with tuition at a 
private school, receiving a 75% state tax credit of the donation, 
which reduces your state tax liability. 
 
Our LOG-STO has been allocated to collect $559,683.00 this year 
to help families who are not currently eligible for a State of Iowa Ed-
ucation Savings Account. For example, our PreKindergarten stu-
dents are not eligible because they attend fewer days. A donation of 
any size would help us to move closer to our goal. Would you 
please prayerfully consider a gift to the LOG-STO to help a family 
access Christian education for their children? Please visit the web-
site, www.logsto.org or see the information at the end of this Path-
finder, for more information and a donation form. Thank you. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS PROJECT 
This year our Christmas project will be to support Rock Valley Chris-
tian School in their continued flood recovery efforts.  This summer 
the entire Rock Valley community was tested by a flood as nearly a 
quarter of the people living in Rock Valley had to evacuate their 
homes.  Many of these residents came back to collapsed or severe-
ly damaged homes.  Rock Valley Christian had 3 feet of water 
throughout their entire building and even more in their bus barn.  
God has been so faithful and they were able to start school only a 
week later than originally planned, but they still have outstanding 
needs that need to be met.  Peoria 
Christian will be working to help bridge 
the gap by raising funds to help replace 
student desks.  Students, parents, and 
society members are encouraged to 
bring their loose change to school be-
tween November 25 and December 13. 
Prizes will be awarded to the class-
rooms that bring in the most! 
 
 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Lord willing, this yearôs Christmas Pro-
gram will be held on Friday, December 6, at 7PM at Peoria CRC. 
Everyone is invited to join us that evening as we celebrate the birth 
of our Savior.  Coffeetime will be served at the school gym following 
the program.  Parents, please watch the Weekly Pathfinder for im-
portant information regarding the program. 
 

WHATõS 

HAPPENING 

 

http://www.logsto.org/
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Peoria Christian School 

110 Peoria West St. 

Pella, IA 50219 

641-625-4131 

office@peoriachr.org 

http://www.peoriachr.org 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/
PeoriaChristianSchool 

Instagram: 

https://instagram.com/
peoriachristian?

igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y= 

YouTube: 

VETERANS DAY LUNCH  & PROGRAM 
Thank you to all our veterans and guests who attended the lunch 
and program on Tuesday, November 12.  We continue to pray for 
the Lordôs richest blessing for each of you and we thank you for your 
service to our country. 
 

CHAPEL 
Our next chapel is scheduled for Friday, November 22, at 8:30AM in 
the gym. Our scheduled speaker is Mr. Alex Foley from 1st Church. 
Everyone is invited and we hope to see you there! 
 

LOCKDOWN DRILL 
We have a lockdown drill planned for Tuesday, November 26, at 
12:35 PM. Josh Stevens with Mahaska Emergency Management 
will lead this drill. It is scheduled to last no more than 10 minutes. 
Society members will not be able to get into the building during the 
drill. Any questions, please ask the office.  
 

UPCOMING FIELD 
TRIPS 

Please be looking for more 
information regarding these 
upcoming field trips: 
¶ All School: Urban Air, 
Friday, December 13.  

¶ All School: Christmas 
Carolling at Independ-
ence Village, Monday, 
December 16 at 2PM 

¶ All School: Blue Zoo, Fri-
day, January 3 

 
 
 

http://www.peoriachr.org/
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