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Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Psalm 119:105 

Nurture - Develop - Educate 

The Pathfinder 

Principalõs Message 
2025 - The New Year 

Now that the Christmas season has come to an end and we have started into a new calendar year, 
the world always seems to have some type of New Yearôs resolution. For some, that might mean 
going to the gym more consistently, eating better, giving more to charity, or saving more money. We 
know that most resolutions start out with such hope and promise but end by the first of February. As 
Christians, we see from verses like Matthew 5:37 that it says, ñLet what you say be simply óYesô or 
óNo.ôò The context of this verse reminds us to keep our word. So, New Yearôs resolutions may not be 
the best practice but instead we can focus on living more like Christ. In Christian education, we al-
ways strive to help our parents and the local church raise up the next generation (Proverbs 22:6). 
One of those ways is to help our students learn how to pray. This is one of those spiritual disciplines 
that I think can be very challenging to some Christians. In fact, most people tell me that they want to 
pray more but donôt know how. So, to help our students learn this at a young age is very crucial. 
Here are 5 basic ways to help our students learn to pray: 

1. Pray with them (Colossians 1:9). When students hear their parents, teachers, pastors, and 
adults praying for them and with them, they learn words to use during prayer. 

2. Use Bible verses during your prayers. The Bible tells us that we donôt know what to pray for 
without the Spirit (Romans 8:26), but the Word of God can help us. Here are some great Bi-
ble verses to use: The Lordôs Prayer (Matthew 6: 9-13), submitting your thoughts to Christ (II 
Corinthians 10:5), do not be anxious (Philippians 4:6-7), set your minds above (Colossians 
3:2), no need to fear (II Timothy 1:7), donôt be confirmed to this world (Romans 12:1-2), His 
ways are higher than ours (Isaiah 55:8-9), and about Godôs peace (John 16:33). 

3. Have a set prayer time. Yes, we are to pray always (I Thessalonians 5:17), but when teach-
ing our students to pray there needs to be set times to pray to help them get into the pattern 
of praying. 

4. Use acronyms like ACTS which stands for adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and supplica-
tion. 

5. Finally, have students keep a 
prayer journal and take it with 
them to church and school. 
They will have requests from 
their friends, family, classmates, 
and many people they can be 
praying for daily. 

Thank you for your continued support, 
Jeremy Copenhaver 
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Peoria Christian School Board 
School Board Meeting: January 6, 2025 

The Board sang ñGod Is Our Refuge and Our Strength.ò President 
Adam Fynaardt read from John 3:16-21 and opened with prayer. 
All members were present except Ben Gesink and Eric Fynaardt 
with notice. Minutes of the December Board Meeting were read 
and approved. Treasurerôs Report was distributed, reviewed, and 
approved. 

¶ Jameson Roose and Andy Dunsbergen reported on their 
school visits and gave favorable reports. 

¶ From the Education Committee, the Board approved Ag-
Venture Day at Pella Christian High School for 1st-4th grad-
ers on May 9th. 

¶ From the Education Committee, a parent meeting for the 
Pure Freedom program is set for Wednesday, April 23rd at 
7:00 p.m. 

¶ From the Education Committee, the Board approved the 
2025-26 school calendar. 

¶ From the Bus Committee, the board discussed driver sub-
stitue options for this semester. 

¶ From the Athletic Committee, Jameson noted that several 
7th & 8th grade students have been participating in athletics 
this winter and the partnership with Pella Christian has been 
going well. 

Next meeting: Monday, February 3, 2025, at 7PM. 
Russ Fynaardt closed with prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nick De Haan, Secretary 

PreK & Kindergarten 
In the month of December, we spent time looking at different coun-
tries and how they celebrate Christmas. It was interesting to see all 
of the different traditions. The class thought it was neat that they 
have picnics for Christmas meals in Australia since it is summer 
there. We always referred back to the true meaning of Christmas 
and if any of the traditions celebrated that. In Bible, we have just 
finished talking about the 2nd "C" in history, Corruption. Which was 
an easy transition into the Christmas lessons because Christ was 
the plan to save us from the curse of corruption. We are now ready 
to move on to the 3rd "C" of history, Catastrophe.  
~ Mrs. Krista Klaasen 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 

January  
January 10 

 Report Cards Available 

 TRIP Orders Due 

January 15 

 12:20PM Dismissal 

January 24 

 8:30AM Chapel 

January 29 

 2:40PM Dismissal 

 

February  
February 6 

 4-8PM Parent Teacher  

  Conferences 

February 7 

 No School 

February 14 

 Trip Orders Due 

February 15 

 Hostess Supper 

February 19 

 2:40PM Dismissal 

February 20 

 9AM PK-1st to Sully Christian 

February 21 

 1PM Spelling Bee & Volleyball 
 at Sully Christian 

February 25 

 6:30PM Local Fine Arts 

February 28 

 8:30AM Chapel 

 

CHAPEL 
Chapel is scheduled for Friday, 
January 24th, at 8:30AM in the 
school gym. Mr. Joel Rietema is 
our scheduled speaker. Please 
join us for a morning of worship! 

Classroom News 
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OPEN POSITIONS 
Peoria Christian is continuing to 
look to fill the following positions 
for the 2024-2025 school year: 

Bus Driver 
(Part-Time) 

 
School Janitor 
(Part-Time) 

 
Facilitators 
(Volunteer) 

 
Substitute Teachers 

(as needed) 
 
Interested individuals should 
reach out to one of the following 
individuals: 

Jeremy Copenhaver at 
principal@peoriachr.org or 
Michelle De Haan at  
office@peoriachr.org. 

Please pray for the Lordôs guid-
ance as we look to fill these 
open positions. 

 

PK/K FACILITATOR 

NEEDED 
Our PK/K classroom is looking 
for an individual or multiple indi-
viduals who are willing to serve 
as facilitator from December 
through the middle of March. 
We are looking for one or more 
individuals who are available on 
Tuesday, Thursday, and/or Fri-
day afternoons from 12:30-
3:00pm. Contact Michelle at of-
fice@peoriachr.org if you have 
questions or are interested in 
filling this volunteer position. 

1st & 2nd Grade 
"Happy New Year! The 1st grade classroom was a very busy place 
to be in the month of December. We worked hard to get all of our 
2nd quarter items finished on time during our three weeks of learn-
ing together. It is hard to believe we are in the second half of the 
school year now! With 2nd quarter wrapped up nicely, we have 
concluded our Heritage Studies curriculum for the year and now 
the students and I are excited to begin our Science curriculum. We 
will spend the remainder of the year focusing on three big ideas: 
ñWhat is Science?ò, ñWhat is matter?ò, and ñWhat makes up the 
Earth?ò I think my stu-
dents will enjoy Science 
a bit more than they did 
Heritage Studies, due to 
all of the experiments we 
will get to do together. 
We are in for a fun rest 
of the year, and I am 
excited to see what God 
has in store for us!" 
~ Mr. Jonah Stanage 

 
 

3rd & 4th Grade 
We pray you all had a wonderful and blessed Christmas with your 
loved ones. Now that we are refreshed and ready to get back to 

school, we have a lot coming in 
January. In Bible, we have been 
learning about the earthly kings of 
Israel. We are now entering the 
time when the land of Israel will be 
split into the two kingdoms, while 
first learning about the kings of Isra-
el. Third grade will start doing all 
their work in cursive during the 
month of January. We have started 
about half the subjects in cursive 
already, now it is time to add the 
rest. They have all greatly improved 
since starting this beautiful way to 
write God's language. Some other 
activities that are coming soon for 
us are a new field trip to the Blue 

Zoo in West Des Moines, Mrs. Adams coming for Ag in the Class-
room, and a lot of birthdays and half-birthdays to celebrate. It will 
be a busy and fun January!  
~ Ms. Erica Taft 
 

IXL 
For many students, IXL is ñbrain-stretching.ò We remind ourselves 
regularly that God created us to do hard things and that we are 
growing wrinkly brains with each new thing we learn. Even though 
learning and wrinkling is good, God also ordained rest. Christmas 
break was the much needed rest that we all needed. Thankfully, 
we are now all able to get back to work with renewed energy and 
ready brains. 
~ Mrs. Melinda Vos 

mailto:office@peoriachr.org
mailto:office@peoriachr.org
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5th & 6th Grade 
What do you think of first when someone mentions Christmas? Do 
you think of it as fun, exciting or busy? In the last few days before 
break, the 5th and 6th graders wrote about Christmas. They all 
started with finishing the sentence Christmas iséand then adding 
on to it. They came up with some very creative ideas. Here is how 
they finished the sentence: 
Christmas isé 
é fun because it is when we 
celebrate Jesus' birth, and 
Jesus saved us. 

é a time to be with family and 
worship Jesus. 

é a jolly, joyful time because 
itôs Jesusô birth and we get 
to spend time with family. 

é one of the best times of the 
year especially if thereôs 
snow. 

é fun because I get to play 
with my cousins. 

é special because we get to 
worship Jesus. 

é about family, friends, and Jesusô birthday. 
é fun. We get to see our family. 

~ Mrs. Laura Fynaardt 
 

7th & 8th Grade 
In December, the 7th and 8th graders read the book A Christmas 
Carol by Charles Dickens. We saw how Ebenezer Scroogeôs view 
on Christmas was changed through the encounter of three ghosts. 
The ghost of Christmas Past, the ghost of Christmas Present, and 
the ghost of Christmas of Yet to Come all came to visit Scrooge. We 

compared Scroogeôs transfor-
mation to that of a Christian 
who is born again. John 3:3 
states, ñJesus replied, óVery 
truly I tell you, no one can 
see the kingdom of God un-
less they are born again.ôò 
We reflected on the Christ-
mas Carol and decided to 
write a descriptive essay on 
our Christmas past, present, 
and future. We ended the 
month with a big Christmas 
party and enjoyed watching A 
Christmas Carol.  
~ Submitted by Olivia De 
Haan and Alexa Van Zante  

 

Music 
Third and 4th graders will start a recorder unit this month as they 
continue to build their music reading skills. The 5th-8th graders will 
now begin preparing for their Fine Arts performances in vocal, 
speech, and instrumental categories. 
~ Mrs. Carolyn Ansley  

DONATIONS 

NEEDED 
Throughout the year, Peoria 
Christian School has a need for 
the following items.  This is a 
tangible way for society mem-
bers to contribute to Peoria 
Christian School.  These items 
can be purchased and dropped 
off at the school: 
¶ Forever Stamps  
¶ Small Styrofoam Cups 
¶ Ziploc Bags of all sizes 
       (sandwich, quarter, gallon) 
 

 

WEATHER ALERTS 
Please stay tuned to the follow-
ing when there is a concern re-
garding the weather: 
¶ Text Message: This is our 
primary way of communi-
cating weather delays and 
we strongly encourage all 
parents to sign up for text 
messaging. If you would like 
to be added to our text mes-
saging system, please text 
ñSTARTò to 833-526-1787 

¶ Email: All society will be 
emailed 

¶ Facebook: Watch our Face-
book page for an announce-
ment 

¶ WHO-TV: Check the scroll 
at the bottom of your TV 
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Thank you to everyone who watched our Christmas program in per-
son or on YouTube. It was a beautiful night remembering the birth of 
our Savior and a blessing that our students were able to share their 
gifts and talents that God 
has given them to each of 
us. We want to thank Mrs. 
Ansley for all her hard 
work in helping to prepare 
our students for the pro-
gram. A special thank you 
to everyone who contribut-
ed to the offering which 
raised $350. This will go 
directly back to the Music 
Gift Fund. Thank you to 
everyone for praying for our program as the students were practic-
ing and preparing, and most of all we thank God from whom all 
blessings flow (James 1:17).  
 
 

HOSTESS SUPPER 
Save the date for our annual Hostess Supper! We are excited for 
this fundraiser on Saturday, February 15, at 5PM. Fifteen table 
hosts are currently in the process of reaching out to our parents and 
society members inviting them to sit at their table. Guests will bring 
a dish to share with their table. After supper, the evening entertain-
ment will be a selection of musical numbers by students and society 
members. If you would like an invitation to this event, please contact 
Michelle in the office at office@peoriachr.org. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS PROJECT 
We want to thank everyone who supported our Christmas project 
helping to fund new desks for Rock Valley Christian School. We 
were able to bring in close to 80 pounds of coins totaling $1,584.75. 
To God be the glory! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHATõS 

HAPPENING 

mailto:office@peoriachr.org
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Peoria Christian School 

110 Peoria West St. 

Pella, IA 50219 

641-625-4131 

office@peoriachr.org 

http://www.peoriachr.org 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/
PeoriaChristianSchool 

Instagram: 

https://instagram.com/
peoriachristian?

igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y= 

YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/

@peoriachristianschool-pell248  

 

SAVE THE DATES 
Please remember to save these dates for these important up-
coming events: 

February 6th: Parent Teacher Conferences 
February 21st: Spelling Bee (3rd/4th) and Volleyball 
with Sully (5th-8th) 
February 25th: Local Fine Arts (all 5th-8th grade stu-
dents)  
March 6th: District Fine Arts (5th-8th grade students)  
March 13th: Open House for Interested Families 

 
 

WINTERIM  

INTERSHIP 

We want to thank, Madi 
Veenstra, for spending her Pella 
Christian Winterim at Peoria 
Christian.  Madi spent most of 
her time in 3rd & 4th grade with 
Miss Taft and her students, but 
she did visit every teacher and 
classroom at some point during 
the week.  We always enjoy hav-
ing potential future educators 
and alumni in the building.  

 

http://www.peoriachr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PeoriaChristianSchool
https://www.facebook.com/PeoriaChristianSchool
https://instagram.com/peoriachristian?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
https://instagram.com/peoriachristian?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
https://instagram.com/peoriachristian?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
https://www.youtube.com/@peoriachristianschool-pell248
https://www.youtube.com/@peoriachristianschool-pell248

