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Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Psalm 119:105 

Nurture - Develop - Educate 

The Pathfinder 

Principal’s Message 
Christian Education Week 

This year April 7-11 is Christian Education Week. Now, we know that we celebrate the gift of Chris-
tian education all year long, but we always have a week set aside to specifically stop and praise 
God. In fact, I have really appreciated how this society values Christian education for your children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. It is 
amazing to hear of the commitment, dedica-
tion, and work that so many society members 
have put into this school to make sure to help 
train the next generation. So, that is one of the 
many reasons why we stop and celebrate 
Christian education. 

During the week of April 7-11, we have various 
activities planned and we hope that you can 
come and join us as we celebrate. 

Monday: Chapel with our scheduled speaker Mr. Benjamin Anum-Higher.  The 7
th
/8

th
 grader stu-

dents will also be presenting on their recent class trip to the Ark Encounter and the Creation Muse-
um. 

Thursday: 5
th
-8

th
 grade students will each be presenting a country for the Cultural Fair. 

Friday: Chapel with our scheduled speaker Pastor Darren Kornelis along with Grandparents Day 
and Special Friends Day. 

We praise God of the continued blessings upon this school. 

Thank you for your 
continued support, 
Jeremy Copenhaver 

 

"Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth; unite my heart to fear Your name. I give thanks to 
You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify Your name forever." Psalm 86:11-12 
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Peoria Christian School Board 
School Board Meeting: March 3, 2025 

Board sang, “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” and President 
Adam Fynaardt read devotions from Matthew 7:12-15 and opened 
with prayer. All members were present with the exception of the 
excused absence of Nick De Haan. 
Dan Zylstra came and presented to the Board about the im-
portance of church giving despite ESA’s. 
Ed Committee:  

• School visitors gave favorable reports 

• All teachers have been invited & visited with the Ed Comm 

• Approval for PCHS to come to sing and lead chapel 

• Graduation speaker will be Mr. Al Bandstra 
Promotions Committee 

• Hostess Supper total is $40,500 

• School Open House will be held on March 13, at 7:00 pm 

• Will need new meeting place for Tulip Time 
STO Committee 

• Kevin Vander Hart is the new Legacy of Grace, STO Treas-
urer 

• The fundraising cap is now $985,000 
Bus Committee 

• Dennis Rietma will return to driving the bus after spring 
break. Many thanks to Ernie Roose for driving the van the last 2 
1/2 months. 

Approval for the formation of Ad Hoc committee as a search team 
to fill open positions. Committee members are Adam Fynaardt, Eric 
Fynaardt, Nick DeHaan, and Jamison Roose. 
Next meeting: Monday, April 7, at 7PM. 
Andy Dunsbergen closed in prayer. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Eric Fynaardt 

STAFFING UPDATES 
Jeremy Copenhaver: After much prayer and consideration, our 
family has decided to accept a principal position at Lititz Christian 
School in Lititz, PA. This move will allow us to be closer to family; 
however, this decision was very difficult as we have made wonder-
ful friends and families here at Peoria. We have appreciated the 
wonderful ways people have prayed for, prayed with, and included 
our family in your society. We will be forever grateful for how you 
took care of us and included us at your school. It was truly an hon-
or and privilege to have been your principal for the last 7 years. We 
would covet your prayers as we make this move to a new school 
and society. Finally, we will continue to pray for a smooth transition 
here at Peoria Christian for either a new principal or lead teacher.  
 

Mr. Jonah Stanage: We would like to thank Mr. Jonah Stanage for 
leading our 1st grade students this year. After much prayer and 
consideration, his family has decided to move back to Michigan. 
Please be praying for his family as they make this transition over 
the summer.  
 

Ms. Erica Taft: We would like to thank Ms. Erica Taft for her 9 
years of teaching in the 3rd & 4th grade classroom.  After much 
prayer and consideration, she is feeling the Lord calling her to a 
different role.  Join us in praying for her as she discerns the Lord’s 
will for her in the coming school year. 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 

March 
March 14 

 End of 3rd Quarter 

 1:20PM Dismissal 

March 17-21 

 Spring Break 

March 25 

 Grace Counseling 

March 26-28 

 7th/8th Grade Class Trip 

March 28 

 8:30AM Chapel 

 Reports Cards Available 

April 
April 3 

 9AM PK/K to Sully Christian 

April 4 

 Trip Orders Due 

April 7-11 

 Christian Education Week 

April 7 

 8:30 Chapel 

April 9 

 10AM Hymn Sing at Independ-
ence Village & Fair Haven 

April 10 

 Cultural Fair Presentations 

April 11 

 Grandparents & Special  

  Friends Day 

 8:30AM Chapel at Peoria CRC 

April 14 

 District V Track Meet 

April 16 

 PK/K Round Up 

April 18 

 Good Friday, No School 

April 21 

 No School 

April 22 

 1PM Spring Concert 

April 24 

 7th/8th to De Jong Manufac-
turing 

April 25 

 All School Field Trip to the  

  Science Center 

April 29 

 Grace Counseling 

April 30 

 2:40PM Dismissal 

 Teacher Inservice 
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2025/2026 

JOB OPENINGS 
Peoria Christian is prayerfully 
looking to fill the following posi-
tions for the 2025/2026 school 
year: 
 

Principal or  
Lead Teacher 

(Full-Time) 
 

1st/2nd Grade Teacher 
(Full-Time) 

 
3rd/4th Grade Teacher 

(Full-Time) 
 

7th/8th Science Teacher 
(Part-Time) 

 
General Teacher 

(Part-Time) 
 

Bus Driver 
(Part-Time) 

 
School Janitor 

(Part-Time) 
 

 
Individuals interested in these 
positions should contact: 
 

Jeremy Copenhaver at 
principal@peoriachr.org or 

 

Michelle De Haan at  
office@peoriachr.org. 

 

Please pray for the Lord’s guid-
ance as we look to fill these 
open positions. 

PreK & Kindergarten 
PreK and Kindergarten have spent most of the past month learning 
about penguins. We have learned that there are 17 different types 
of penguins. The tallest is about the same height as the children in 
our class and the shortest is only about a foot tall. We were sur-
prised to find out how many penguins live in warmer climates, not 
all penguins live in the snow and ice like  we usually think. There is 
even one type that lives near the equator! We have enjoyed learn-
ing about these amazing flightless birds that God created. If you 
see one of our  PreK or Kindergarten students, ask them if they 
can share some penguin facts with you.  
~ Mrs. Krista Klaasen 
 

1st & 2nd Grade 
This month, the first graders went on a field trip to Sully Christian 
School for the Jasper County Conservation Presentation “Turtle 
Crossing” to learn about the different types of turtles in Iowa. We 
were joined by the Kindergarten students as well as the Kindergar-
ten through second grade classes from Sully Christian. The stu-
dents were able to listen to a story about all different types of tur-
tles as well as touch various types of turtle shells, and even meet a 
thirty year-old box turtle named Franklin. It was a very fun and 
quick little trip that let us learn more about God’s glorious creation 
and the wonders that He has done.  
~ Mr. Jonah Stanage 

 

3rd & 4th Grade 
Looking back, February has gone 
by fast, especially with all the fun 
things that have happened. A few 
weeks ago, we were able to 
show the talents God has given 
us in a spelling bee against the 
third and fourth graders from Sul-
ly Christian. Each school had a 
winner, and ours was Gerrit 
Gesink. Great job to everyone! 
We have been busy working on 
our cultural fair research. We 
made our list of questions, and 
are almost finished taking notes 
to find the answers to those 
questions. We have also been 
working on some art projects related to our country as well. These 
will all be on display later at the Grandparent and Special Friends 
day in April. The students enjoyed the snow God blessed us with, 
which included a few days off for cold and snow. One last exciting 
thing to mention is that the 4th graders are almost finished with 
their reading books and will soon start their novels. The students 
have worked hard to get to this point!  
~ Ms. Erica Taft 
 

Classroom News 
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5th & 6th Grade 
God has blessed us with lots of fun and excitement in 5th and 6th 
grade this winter. In January, we finished all of our writing pieces 
and did lots of art projects to send to Fine Arts. In February, we had 
lots of snow days. We also spent an afternoon in Sully playing some 
friendly volleyball games. At the end of the month, we finished our 
novel Redwall and celebrated with a feast like the animals had 
many times in the book. March started with our District Fine Arts 
night in Pella and all the students received multiple ribbons for their 
hard work. We praise God for the many wonderful talents and abili-
ties He has given us. 
We are looking forward to the upcoming quarter and all the fun 
things we get to do. The students have been working hard on their 
cultural fair projects and are excited to share them with all the visi-
tors on Grandparents Day. They are also preparing for track and 
field day and Tulip Time. We praise God for the wonderful year He 
has given us so far and safety on the roads as we have traveled to 
school this winter. 
~ Mrs. Laura Fynaardt 

 

7th & 8th Grade 
On February 26, 2025, the 5-8th grades received the honor to per-
form at the local Fine Arts at our school. It was a splendid night! The 
instruments, singing, speeches, and so much more, filled the air! 
Some of us got the opportunity to move onto the District Fine Arts at 
Pella Christian High School! Fine Arts night we had 7 piano solos, 
14 instrumental solos, 5 speeches, 3 improvised performances, and 
6 singing groups including 2 solos and 1 trio. We give all the glory to 
God for giving us these talents and then sharing them with others. 
We would also like to thank Mrs. Carolyn Bandstra, Mrs. Ruth De 
Vries, and Mr. Craig Shannon for helping us master our speeches. 
We would also like to thank our accompanists: Mrs. Mary Fopma, 
Mrs. Lisa Roose, and Mrs. Myrna Fynaardt. And our judges: Scott 
Merrin, Glenda Mathes, and Melanie Meinders. We would also like 
to thank our beloved music and band teacher, Mrs. Caroyln Ansley. 
Fine Arts was a spectacular night! “So whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31. 

~Submitted by Jedi Anum-Higher and Judah Vos 
 

IXL 
As much as IXL helps us learn Math and Language Arts skills, it al-
so helps us learn life lessons about how to be good learners. Here 
are a few skills that have come up this past month: 
1. Learning how to learn. Good learners know how to find re-

sources to teach themselves something they may not under-
stand perfectly.  

2. Learning from mistakes. We are learning that we cannot just 
pass over our mistakes; good learners need to understand what 
went wrong before moving forward. 

3. Perseverance.  
Good learners know how to handle hard situations and push 
through frustration. None of us are perfect at any of these, and each 
of us is on our own journey to becoming the student God created us 
to be. 
~ Mrs. Melinda Vos 

 

DONATIONS 

NEEDED 
Throughout the year, Peoria 
Christian School has a need for 
the following items.  This is a 
tangible way for society mem-
bers to contribute to Peoria 
Christian School.  These items 
can be purchased and dropped 
off at the school: 
• Forever Stamps  
• Small Styrofoam Cups 
• Mr. Clean Magic Erasers 
 
 



Peoria Christian School  March 2025 

  5 

Music 
A big congratulations to our junior high stu-
dents for all their hard work at Local and 
District Fine Arts! A huge thank you to our 
wonderful accompanists Lisa Roose, Myrna 
Fynaardt, and Mary Fopma.  
~ Mrs. Carolyn Ansley  

 
 
 
 

HOSTESS SUPPER THANK YOU 
The Promotions Committee would like to thank everyone who partic-
ipated in our annual Hostess Supper on February 15, 2025. We are 
grateful for your willingness to attend or to host a table, as well as 
your financial support and your prayers. Also, thank you to our 
anonymous donor who provided all of the meat for the meal. This 
year we raised a total of $40,045. To God alone be the glory! 
 

KINDERGARTEN 
Parents, please note that kindergarten students will begin coming to 
school on Wednesdays after spring break.  With this addition, kin-
dergarten students will be coming to school 5 days a week. 
 

PREK & KINDERGARTEN ROUND-UP 
Round-Up for students considering enrolling in prekindergarten or 
kindergarten will be held on Wednesday, April 16, from 8AM-1PM. 
Please contact the office at office@peoriachr.org if you are interest-
ed in your child attending or if you know of a family who has a child 
who could be interested. 
 

SPRING BREAK 
Please note that spring break is the week of March 17th - 21st. The 
office will be closed during that week.  
 

CHAPEL 
Please join us for our next scheduled chapel on Friday, March 28, at 
8:30 AM. Mr. Joel Vander Molen is our scheduled speaker. Hope to 
see you there.  
 

 

WHAT’S 

HAPPENING 

mailto:office@peoriachr.org
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Peoria Christian School 

110 Peoria West St. 

Pella, IA 50219 

641-625-4131 

office@peoriachr.org 

http://www.peoriachr.org 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/

PeoriaChristianSchool 

Instagram: 

https://instagram.com/
peoriachristian?

igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y= 

YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/

@peoriachristianschool-pell248  

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
Parents, be looking for more information in your child’s classroom 
newsletter or in separate emails. 
• 7th/8th Grades: Class Trip to the Ark & Creation Museum in 

Kentucky from March 26-28  
• PK/K: Sully Christian for a Jasper County Conservation Program 

on Caring for the Earth on April 3 
• 3rd/4th Grades: Ag Day at the Mahaska County Fairgrounds on 

April 17 
• 7th/8th Grades: De Jong Manufacturing on Thursday, April 24 
• All School: Science Center on Friday, April 25 
 

PURE FREEDOM PROGRAM 
Lynae McFarland, with Pure Freedom, plans to come to speak with 
parents of 5th-8th grade students on Wednesday, April 23, at 7:00 
PM. Parents, please look for additional details closer to the date. 
 

GRACE  

COUNSELING  
Jora Van Maanen from 
Grace Counseling is 
planning to come to 
school on Tuesday, 
March 25th for our next 
guidance session. 5th - 
8th grade is scheduled 
from 8:30 - 9:30 AM 
and K-4th grade is 
scheduled from 9:30 - 
10:30 AM. 
 

TRACK & FIELD DAYS 
Save the date for the following track & field events: 
• 5th-8th Grades: Monday, April 14 - District V Track Meet at Lacy 

Stadium in Oskaloosa 
• PK-4th Grades: Thursday, May 8 - Track & Field Day at Peoria 

Christian with Sully Christian participating 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION WEEK 
Christian Education Week will be held April 7-11.  We enjoy this 
week as we take a moment to appreciate the blessing of Christian 
Education.  The activities of the week are as follows: 
• Monday: 8:30AM Chapel in the school gym with Mr. Benjamin 

Anum-Higher speaking along with the 7th & 8th graders present-
ing about their class trip. 

• Wednesday: 10AM Hymn Sing at both Independence Village 
and Fair Haven 

• Thursday: 9:30PM Cultural Fair presentations by our 5th-8th 
grade students.  (Please watch the Weekly Pathfinder for a de-
tailed schedule.) 

• Friday: Grandparent & Special Friends Day 
 8:30AM Chapel at Peoria CRC by Rev. Darren Kornelis 
 9:15-11AM Classroom Visits 
 11AM Cultural Fair Displays 

http://www.peoriachr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PeoriaChristianSchool
https://www.facebook.com/PeoriaChristianSchool
https://instagram.com/peoriachristian?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
https://instagram.com/peoriachristian?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
https://instagram.com/peoriachristian?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
https://www.youtube.com/@peoriachristianschool-pell248
https://www.youtube.com/@peoriachristianschool-pell248

