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Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a Llight for my path, Psalm 119:105

Nurture - Develop - Educate

Principal’s Message
Prayer Warriors

Towards the end of the year, people usually wonder how they can specifically pray for the school.
So, here are some ways you can pray for our school during these last two months:

Pray for our students to remain focused during class as the temperatures start rising

Pray for our students to remember to use uplifting words to one another

Pray for safety for our students while they are on the playground

Pray for strength for our teachers with all the events and programs coming up

Pray for our students as they get ready for the spring concert coming up

Pray for our bus drivers as they bring our students to school every day and for safety on the
buses with many field trips coming up at the end of the school year

Pray for our students as they ride bikes and march in the tulip time parades

Pray for our middle school band students as they practice and play in the tulip time parades
with the other local Christian Schools

e Pray for our 8" grade students as they get ready for graduation

e Pray that God would send the right people to fill the open positions for next school year

Finally, | wanted to thank all our prayer warriors that have faithfully prayed for our staff, students,
board members, and school throughout the year. We know that without God, your prayers, and fi-
nancial support we wouldn’t have a school.

Thank you for your continued support,
Jeremy Copenhaver

"Teach me Your way, O Lord, that | may walk in Your truth; unite my heart to fear Your name. | give thanks to
You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and | will glorify Your name forever." Psalm 86:11-12
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SCHOOL CALENDAR
April
April 14
District V Track Meet
April 16
PK/K Round Up
April 18
Good Friday, No School
April 21
No School
April 22
1PM Spring Concert
April 24
7th/8th to De Jong
Manufacturing
April 25
All School Field Trip to the
Science Center
April 29
Grace Counseling
April 30
2:40PM Dismissal
Teacher In-service

May

May 1 & 2

Tulip Time, No School

Ride Bikes
May 5-9

Spring Map Testing
May 8

12PM PK-4th Track & Field

with Sully Christian

May 9

1st-4th Grade AgVenture Day
May 12-14

Pure Freedom Presentations
May 15

11:30AM 8th Grade Dismissal

2:20PM PK-7th Dismissal

7PM 8th Grade Graduation
May 16

11AM Picnic in the Park
May 20

2:45PM Kindergarten

Graduation

May 21

8:30AM Chapel

Facilitator Thank You

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL!
May 30

All Parent School Cleaning

April 2025

Peoria Christian School Board
School Board Meeting: April 7, 2025

The Board sang “All Hail The Power of Jesus Name.” President

Adam Fynaardt read from Acts 4:11-13 and opened with prayer. All

members were present.

Minutes of the February and March Board Meetings were read and

approved.

The Treasurer’'s Report was distributed, reviewed, and approved.

Meeting ltems:

e Jayme Veenstra and Ben Gesink reported on their school visits
and gave favorable reports.

e From the Ed Committee, a motion was supported and carried to
offer contracts for two teaching positions.

e The parent meeting for Pure Freedom is April 23.

e From the School Improvement Team, Mr. Cope submitted the
annual School Improvement Plan report to CSI.

e From STO, families are encouraged to apply.

e The Endowment Committee met on March 25 with Tyler Craig
from the Foster Group to review the yearly summary of the En-
dowment Account.

e The Building Committee reported on estimates they received
from SVPA on a building project.

Next meeting: Monday, May 5, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.

Sean Rozeboom closed with prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Nick De Haan, Secretary

Classroom News

Prek § Kindergarten

Pk & K have been working hard
this month on our presentation for
the cultural fair about the Baha-
mas. We have been learning
about the different features and
creatures that God has created
there. We can not wait to show
you what we have learned! Another exciting thing that happened
this month is that the Kindergarteners reached 100 days of school!
Even though the PK students haven't reached their 100th day, they
celebrated with us. The 1st graders even joined in the fun during
PE. We found out 100 seconds is a loooong time to do an exercise.
We praise God for this milestone in our year.

~ Mrs. Krista Klaasen

2 3/a/56]7 '8
9 10 12 13 28]




Peorin Christian School

2025/2026
JOB OPENINGS

Peoria Christian is prayerfully
looking to fill the following posi-
tions for the 2025/2026 school
year:

Principal or
Lead Teacher
(Full-Time)

1st/2nd Grade Teacher
(Full-Time)

3rd/4th Grade Teacher
(Full-Time)

7th/8th Science Teacher
(Part-Time)

Spanish
(Part-Time)

General Teacher
(Part-Time)

Bus Driver
(Part-Time)

School Janitor
(Part-Time)

Individuals interested in these
positions should contact:

Jeremy Copenhaver at
principal@peoriachr.org or

Michelle De Haan at
office@peoriachr.org.

Please pray for the Lord’s guid-
ance as we look to fill these

April 2025
1st § 2nd Grade

First grade is zooming by! We have been studying God’s laws of
motions in science class. To demonstrate this, we used the
school’s Blu Track and some Hot Wheels cars. The students had a
great time learning about motion, friction,

things to help us be able to move around. |'
Matthew 28 19-20 tells us, “Go therefore §
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing f.. . .
them in the name of the Father and of the =
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that | have commanded you.
And behold, | am with you always, to the
end of the age.” When we study God’s
laws of motion, we can understand how
people can move about the Earth spread-
ing the good news of the Gospel.

~ Mr. Jonah Stanage

2rd § 4th Ggrade

We are now in the 4th quarter of school and there is a lot to do! We
are almost finished learning about all the kings of Israel and Judah.
We will be looking at how God brings His people back to the land
of Israel and rebuilds everything. Fourth grade will soon finish their
first novel and will then be starting Sarah, Plain and Tall. Third
grade has been working on multiplication and just started learning
division facts. April brings a lot of extra activities as well: Christian
Education Week, Grandparent and Special Friends Day, Ag Day,
Easter, a field trip, and more. Next month, be sure to look for pic-
tures from each of these events.

~ Ms. Erica Taft

5th § eth grade

In 5th & 6th grade, we have had the joy of learning more about the
great state of lowal We are thankful that the Lord has ordained for
us to live in lowa. We have enjoyed learning more about what
makes our state great and praise God for we know He has created
it! Join us in praising God for His goodness!
How well do you know our :
great state? See if you can
answer these questions! You
can find the answer key on
the back page.

1. What is lowa’s nick-
name?
What is lowa’s bird?

What is lowa’s Tree?
What is lowa’s rock?
What year did lowa
become a state?
lowa was the
th state to enter the Union.

8. Who were the first two explorers to reach lowa?
9. Who is our Governor?

10. What is lowa’s motto?
~ Mrs. Lisa Ver Meer

N o oarLN
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DONATIONS
NEEDED

Throughout the vyear, Peoria
Christian School has a need for
the following items. This is a
tangible way for society mem-
bers to contribute to Peoria
Christian School. These items
can be purchased and dropped
off at the school:

Forever Stamps

Dry Erase Markers

Thank You Cards

3x5 Lined Notecards

UPCOMING FIELD
TRIPS

Parents, be looking for more
information in your child’s class-
room newsletter or in separate
emails.

e Thursday, April 17: 3rd & 4th
Grade going to Ag Day field
trip at the Mahaska Co. Fair-
grounds

e Thursday, April 24: 7th & 8th
Grade to De Jong Manufac-
turing

e Friday, April 25: All School
field trip to the Science Cen-
ter in Des Moines

| JDVUNS AVOmTET
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April 2025

Fth § gth qrade

On March 26-28, 2025, the 7th and 8th graders and five chaper-
ones had the pleasure of going to the Ark Encounter and the Crea-
tion Museum in Kentucky for our class trip. On our first day, we left
for Kentucky and traveled 8 hours through lllinois, Indiana, Ohio,
and into Kentucky. We dropped our bags at the hotel and left to go
mini golfing. We went to Culver’'s and got a new kick ball. Finally,
we headed back to the hotel, had devotions, and went to sleep.

On our second day, we left to go to the Ark Encounter. It was really
exciting to see how big the Ark was and how all the animals could
have fit in there. The : -
one door on the ark
symbolizes how there |
is only one way to§
heaven; through Jesus
Christ. We visited the
park, the virtual reality,
the carousel, the pet-
ting zoo, and we lis-
tened to a presentation
on Genesis 1-11. We
then went back to the
hotel for pizza, swimming, and games.

On the third day, we visited the Creation Museum. First, we went
through the lobby and learned about dragons. Then we walked
through the seven C’s. Then we visited the planetarium and the 4D
theater. After that, we went through the petting zoo and the green
house. It was an amazing trip and we’re thankful that we were able
to go.

~Submitted by Susie Muether & Philip Post

Muste
Students are working hard to prepare for the Spring Program when
we will present one last Patch the Pirate adventure! Patch Goes to
the Jungle! Our 6th-8th band is also working hard to prepare for
marching band for Tulip Time.
~ Mrs. Carolyn Ansley

SPRING

CONCERT

Please plan to join us on Tuesday, April 22nd for the Spring Con-
cert. This will take place at 1:00 in the gym. Students in grades PK-
8th will be participating. Hope to see you there!
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TULIP TIME

Tulip Time is scheduled for May 1-
3. Our students have two opportu-
nities to participate in the weekend
and share our school with those
who come to visit Pella. Please be
looking for our students and give
them a wave if you see them!

Bikes: All students are ex-
pected to walk or ride the pro-
vided bikes in the parades on
Thursday & Friday afternoon.
Dutch Costumes will be going
home as Tulip Time gets clos-
er.

Band: The 6th-8th grade band
students will be marching with
the Central lowa Christian
School Band on Thursday af-
ternoon, Friday night, and Sat-
urday afternoon. Parents,
please check the Weekly

Pathfinder for practice details.

April 2025

WHAT’S
HAPPENING

SCHEDULE CHANGES/MAKE-UP HOURS
PLAN

Due to the number of missed days this year we have a few hours to
make up. The following plan will allow us to make up the days with-
out adding additional days.

o We will not go to school on Thursday, May 1 (Thursday of Tulip
Time). Students are still expected to ride bikes in the parade in
the afternoon on both Thursday and Friday

o Starting Monday, April 14, we will be going an extra 5 minutes
every morning through the end of the school year. The bell will
ring at 8:05AM and the late bell at 8:10AM. Students will be con-
sidered tardy if they show up after 8:10AM.

e We will go to school all day on Wednesday, May 21, the last
day of school. We will not get out at 1:20PM but rather at
3:20PM on that day.

OPEN HOUSE

It was a blessing to have 4 families at our Open House on Thurs-
day, March 13. Thank you to the promotions committee and to all
that prayed for and helped to make that evening a success. Please
continue to pray for the families that came to our Open House and
other families that couldn't make it as they consider sending their
child(ren) to Peoria Christian School.

SPRING MAP TESTING

End of the year Map Testing is scheduled for May 5-9. Parents,
please try to avoid any appointments during this week especially in
the morning. Please remember to pray for our students as they take
these end of the year tests.

FINANCIAL AID/STO

A new financial assistance webpage has been created on the
school’s website. Please visit this website for information and to ap-
ply for the various types of financial assistance offered to our fami-
lies. Please note that STO applications are now open for the
2025/2026 school year. https://www.peoriachr.org/parents/financial-
assistance/

PURE FREEDOM PROGRAM

Lynae McFarland, with Pure Freedom, plans to come to speak with
parents of 5th-8th grade students on Wednesday, April 23, at 7:00
PM. Parents, please look for additional details closer to the date.
Mrs. McFarland plans to return May 12-14 to speak with our 5th-8th
grade students.


https://www.peoriachr.org/parents/financial-assistance/
https://www.peoriachr.org/parents/financial-assistance/
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State of lowa Answer Key
1.The Hawkeye State
2.Eastern Gold Finch
3.Wild Rose

4.0ak

5.Geode

6.1846

7.29th

8.Louis Jolliet and Father
Jacques Marquette

9.Kim Reynolds

10.Our liberties we prize,
and our rights we will main-
tain.

Peoria Christian School

110 Peoria West St.
Pella, 1A 50219
641-625-4131

office@peoriachr.org

http://www.peoriachr.org
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/
PeoriaChristianSchool
Instagram:
https://instagram.com/
peoriachristian?
igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/
@peoriachristianschool-pell248

April 2025
GRACE COUNSELING

Jora Van Maanen from Grace Counseling is planning to come to
school on Tuesday, April 29th for our last guidance session. 5th -
8th grade is scheduled from 1:00-1:50 PM and PK-4th grade is
scheduled from 2:00-3:00 PM.

PK-4TH GRADE TRACK & FIELD DAY

Track & Field Day for our PK-4th grade students is scheduled for
the afternoon of Thursday, May 8th. Sully Christian is planning on
joining us for the afternoon as well. Please mark your calendar and
plan on joining us for this event.

DISTRICT V TRACK MEET

Our 5™-8" grade students will be participating in this all day track
meet on Monday, April 14th with a rain date of Monday, April 28th.
Students in 5th-8th grade participate in this event with other schools
from District V. Parents, an email with more details was sent by Lisa
Ver Meer on Monday, April 7. In case of inclement weather, a deci-
sion will be made by 4PM on Sunday, April 13.

VAN ROUTE

We want to thank everyone that has helped drive the van, especially
Ernie Roose. Dennis Rietema has returned to driving the bus again.
Please make sure to thank Dennis when you see him.

8TH GRADE GRADUATION

8th Grade Graduation is scheduled for 7PM on Thursday, May 15th.
Parents, all students are expected to be in attendance on this night
and participate in the ceremony. All community and society mem-
bers are also invited to join us for this joyous evening. Additional
details will be sent as the date approaches.

KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION

This year’s Kindergarten Graduation is scheduled for Tuesday, May
20 at 2:45PM. We invite everyone to join us as we celebrate what
God is doing in the lives of these students.

RE-ENROLLMENT

Re-enroliment for the 2025-2026 school year is open for current
families. We are asking parents to have the online process complet-
ed by Wednesday, April 30th. Please make sure to re-enroll your
students during this time frame. This really helps as we plan for the
following school year. New families should contact the office to dis-
cuss the process
for securing a
B spot  for  your
& child for the
2025/2026
school year.
Questions should
be directed to
Michelle in the
office.
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